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Course Syllabus, Spring 2019

Instructor: Dr. Mo Janzen (monica.janzen@anokaramsey.edu)

How can you Contact Mo? I can be found in person on the Coon Rapids campus (room H112) Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-1:30 and 3:30-4:00. My online office hours are Mondays, 10-12. 
I am also available by appointment and can arrange to meet you online.

Required Book:  Weston, Anthony. A 21st Century Ethical Toolbox. 4th Edition. New York: Oxford, 2013. ISBN 978019062115. 
You will need the 4th edition of the book—Earlier versions will NOT work. Other reading will be available on D2L under Content. 

What is this course about? 
This course is a practical, hands-on introduction to ethics and moral philosophy, the branch of philosophy which concerns right conduct and how we ought to live. We will ask, “What role do ethics play in my daily life?  How should I live?  What choices should I make?  What ethical values should guide my decision-making?  What would it mean for me to live good life?”  These questions are very difficult and confusing.  Few people, if any, have definite answers to them, yet none of us can ignore them.  While we might not be able to have certainty, philosophical reflection, argument, and analysis can help us arrive at answers to complex moral problems that are reasonable and defensible.  In this course you will learn how to analyze arguments in a critical and rigorous way, and we will attempt to grapple with the questions posed above in an honest and serious way.

We will look at numerous real life cases and analyze various values that are, or ought to be, involved in the decision-making process. We will use a variety of ethical theories and approaches to help us find resolutions to ethical questions. 

This is a seated class, which means we will meet face to face each week. Your regular attendance is crucial to our class community and your learning. Class time will be divided between lectures and discussions. The latter will take a variety of forms: small and large group discussions, class presentations, go-arounds, and reflective writing exercises. However, we will also use D2L/Brightspace as an extension of our class. I look forward to working with you and creating an environment where we all can learn. Please let me know if there are any ways in which I can help facilitate a fruitful learning experience with you.
Official Course Outcomes
1. Understanding of arguments put forth in normative ethics by specific philosophers (per content area)
2. Understanding of arguments put forth by applied ethicists on specific topics (per content area)
3. Understanding of similarities and differences between arguments put forth by ethicists in both
theoretical and applied ethics, noting wherein the arguments respond to one another
4. Written critique of at least one normative ethical theory, identifying the logical and practical
challenges implied by the position
5. Written analysis of at least one applied ethical theory in response to a moral dilemma, in which
student demonstrates a thoughtful and studied position regarding strengths and challenges of the
theory
6. Knowledge of the distinction between different fields of ethics (i.e. metaethics, normative ethics,
applied ethics, social vs. individual morality, etc.), and the implicit connections between them to one
another
7. Application of relevant central terms in the formal study of ethics (i.e. moral agent, virtue and
character, hedonic calculus, active vs. passive euthanasia, doing vs. allowing harm, motive vs. intent,
etc.)
8. Understanding of at least one ethical theory pertaining specifically to social morality (or political
philosophy)

Grading and Course Requirements 
1. Reading Quizzes and Homework	20% (I will drop your 2 Lowest quizzes) 
2. Exam	 1				20% 
3. Exam 2				20%
4. Experiments in Ethics	40% (This assignment consists of many smaller experimental actions, documentation, presentations, and writing assignments)


A= 90% and above; B= 80% and above; C= 70% and above; D= 60% and above; F= Below 60%
**In general, I do not round up. Therefore, if you earn an 89.9, you will receive a B. 
Letter grades of A, B, C, D or F will be used in this course as an evaluation of student performance.  
A - performance greatly exceeds course requirements
B - performance surpasses course requirements
C - performance meets course requirements 
D - performance is somewhat below course requirements 
F - performance is unsatisfactory

Further Explanation of Requirements
1. Reading Quizzes and Homework: Homework will consist of small assignments where I ask you to look things up or think further about a topic. I will assign these in class as they arise and also make a note on our class D2L site, so if you miss class you can know about your assignment. 

I will give you a short quiz on the readings at the beginning of class on a regular basis. If you miss the quiz because of absence or because you arrive late to class, you will NOT be allowed to take it. You may use any notes you take on the reading, but NOT your book. I will test to see if you have done the reading assigned for that day. I will drop your 2 lowest quiz grades, so you may miss two quizzes per semester without any penalty. To do well on the quiz, look at the following tips while reading:
a. The main points (label these clearly & summarize them in your own words).
b. All the key concepts (try writing down the definition of each of these).
c. Examples given.
d. If there is a short anecdote or story in the reading, identify the main point of that story.

Make Up Quizzes: If you are absent from class for any reason (unless you have medical verification), you may make up a quiz for a maximum grade of 4/5. You will need to write a 300-400 word summary of the reading(s) covered. You will upload it to the correct dropbox on D2L. It is due the class period you return to class.

2. Exams: You will have 2 exams. The exam will be multiple choice and essay questions. 

3. Experiments in Ethics: This project is an investigation of the relationship between applied ethics and issues affecting the community in which we live. This project consists of activities that you will complete individually or in groups all semester. As we learn about ethics, you will explore various issues you feel passionate about and try to make changes in your own life and in the lives of those in your community. The overarching goal of these experiments will be to find answers to this question: how can you make the world a more ethical place? Each experiment has different guidelines, and sometimes you can choose one experiment rather than another. Sometimes, we will start an experiment in class. Sometimes, you will start an experiment on your own and share it with the class. When you complete an experiment, it will be followed up with some kind of reflection and/or documentation. I will give you specific assignment requirements as the due dates approach.

4. Late work: I recognize that students may have complex lives and need some flexibility at times. For this reason, every student will get one “Emergency-ticket.” The Emergency-ticket will allow you to turn in any ONE assignment (experiments, assignments, or Exams—quizzes are Not eligible) up to a week late with no questions asked AND no penalty. You will submit your late work into the LATE Emergency-TICKET dropbox/assignments on D2L. Once the Emergency-ticket is used, I will NOT ACCEPT any further late work. Only in rare and extreme cases, exceptions may be made. 
If you do NOT use your Emergency-ticket, it can be exchanged for bonus points equivalent to one missed quiz at the end of the semester.
 My Role as Instructor: My role as an instructor is to provide you an opportunity to learn the material. If you do not understand something or are confused, please let me know. I will do my best to explain things clearly and let you know what is expected of you. I want you to succeed in this course and I am available to help you! We will work together to help you master the material. 
Your Role as Student:  Your active presence and participation in our class is important. For this reason, I will have students sign out at the end of each class to help keep track of your attendance. Learning is best done by asking questions.  So, you have a responsibility to voice your questions. In my experience, students who put in effort, attend class regularly, turn in assignments, and ask questions when they are confused can succeed in this class. Be sure to advocate for yourself.
Academic Integrity Statement:  Academic integrity is very important to an institution of learning. If a student engages in conduct which compromises the academic integrity of this course (by, for example, copying work from a book or the Internet without proper MLA or APA citation or by sharing answers to the exams), s/he will fail the assignment and you may also receive a full grade drop for this course. Due process guidelines are followed in such cases per the college policy. As such, I will notify students of the charges and evidence in writing (through an email to your college account), and you do have the opportunity to respond to these charges. Students are then notified of course consequences and a written summary of findings will be forwarded to the Dean of Educational Services. Please read Anoka-Ramsey’s “Student Conduct Code” in your Student Handbook regarding additional consequences that may be imposed by the college according to their academic dishonesty policy. Disciplinary actions are detailed in the Student Handbook. Our library has a website with resources on citation, in case you need some explanation on proper citation; see Academic Support Center below for this as well. 

Academic Support Center: The Academic Support Center is a resource on campus intended to support students through free drop-in tutoring in most subjects taught at Anoka-Ramsey. It also offers an on-site computer lab, study skills support, and student success workshops. 

Religious Accommodations: If you need course accommodations because of a religious holiday, please let me know at the beginning of the term. I am happy to make arrangements for you if you give me this notice.

Disability Statement: If you need course adaptations because of a documented disability, please provide me with your instructions per the Student Success Center. If you do not yet have those, please contact them in order to pursue this and let me know that you are working on this. I am happy to work with you on this as needed.

Veterans: ARCC is dedicated to assisting veterans and eligible family members in achieving their educational goals. For further information, refer to MnSCU Procedure 5.121.1 Military Service and Disabled Veterans at http://www.mnscu.edu/board/procedure/512p1.html.
THIS SYLLABUS IS TO BE USED FOR TRANSFER PURPOSES ONLY AND IS THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OF THE INSTRUCTOR
Course Schedule 	**Please note: This schedule is subject to change. All changes will be announced in the News (announcements) on D2L/Brightspace and in class. 
The reading listed for a particular day should be read prior to coming to class that day.
I will give you a short quiz on the readings at the beginning of class on a regular basis. To do well on the quiz, look at the following tips while reading:
· The main points (label these clearly & summarize them in your own words).
· All the key concepts (try writing down the definition of each of these).
· Examples given.
· If there is a short anecdote or story in the reading, identify the main point of that story.

Week 1		 	Introduction to the Course, What is Ethics?
Tuesday (1/15)	We’ll go over the Syllabus, Course Schedule, Experiments in Ethics Assignment and all Important Course Documents
No Quiz or reading today! 

Thursday (1/17) 	Read: Syllabus and Experiments in Ethics Assignment
Read: Nicholas Kristoff “Rachel’s Last Fund-Raiser”  at http://tinyurl.com/42lgc84 
Read: Tom Hallman “Woman’s Gift Sparks Charity” at http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2010/12/barbara_cookes_birthday_was_al.html
Read: Meredith Maran, “The Activism Cure” at http://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/the_activism_cure
Read: Going Farther #18 pages 548-500
Week 2			Ethics and Ethical Short Circuits
Tuesday (1/22)		Read: Chapter 1, pages 3-23
			Read: Going Farther #2 pages 32-42

Thursday (1/24)	Read: Chapter 2, pages 43-58

Week 3			Resources, Free Speech, Relativism
Tuesday (1/29)		Read Resources: Eight maxims for making a difference, pages 503-544
	Homework: Go to http://www.engagedphilosophy.com/ This web site, set up by
your professor (and others), includes projects done by other students
at ARCC. Find 4-5 projects you find appealing or interesting and
try to get more information about them by clicking on their
e-portfolios if these are available. Write down which projects you
looked at.
			
Thursday (1/31)	Read: “Letter From Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King Junior found on D2L. As you read this, highlight evidence that shows that MLK was not a relativist.
	Read: Going Farther #6, pages 167-173
	
Week 4			 Justice vs. Charity, Values, Reframing Problems
Tuesday (2/5)		No Reading
			Due: Bring 3 copies of your letter to class for Peer review			

Thursday (2/7)		Read: Going Farther #4, pages 118-124
			Read: Going Farther #14, pages 454-457
			Due: Experiments: Change Making Letter—this is due in class or on D2L by 11:59pm
			

Week 5			 Ethics of Virtue
Tuesday (2/12)		Read: Chapter 7, pages 215-240

Thursday (2/14)	No Reading—No Class, Mo at Conference
Optional Due date: Revision of Your letter/Proof you sent it—this is due in class or on D2L by 11:59pm
					
Week 6			 Ethics of Virtue and Relationship
Tuesday (2/19)		No New Reading, Finish Ch 7

Thursday (2/21)	Read: Chapter 8, pages 245-268

Week 7			Minding the Evidence and Research 
Tuesday (2/26)		Read: Chapter 9, pages 293-315
Read: Going Farther #9 pages 275-282

In class: Work on Research
In class: Start making e-portfolio

Thursday (2/28)	No Reading: Work Day
Due:Experiments: Change a habit/cultivate a virtue—due in class or on D2L by 11:59pm
* Create your electronic e-portfolio, and make sure you make it public. If you really don’t want to make it public, share it with any of your group members, professor, and mentor. Upload the link to the discussion board on D2L.


Week 8			Review and Exam 
Tuesday (3/5)		Review for Exam 1

Thursday (3/7)		Exam 1 in class  
	
	
Spring Break 3/11-3/15

Week 9			Ethical Research and Ethics of Persons 
Tuesday (3/19) 		No Reading
In class: Work with Mentor, Professor, Groups on Research
Due: Experiments: Volunteer Activity--this is due in class or on D2L by 11:59pm

Thursday (3/21)	Read: Ch 5, pages 125-153
Due: Experiments: Research-- this is due in class or on D2L by 11:59pm

Week 10		Ethics of Happiness, Distributive Justice
Tuesday (3/26)		Read: Ch 6, pages 175-198

Thursday (3/28)	Read: Going Farther #7, pages 205-208

Week 11		Case study: Doing the Most Good: What do we owe others? 
Tuesday (4/2)	Read: Going Farther #8, pages 209-213
	Read: Go to the website: The Life You Can Save and look up 10 reasons why people don’t give to charity
	https://www.thelifeyoucansave.org/learn-more/common-objections-to-giving
	
Thursday (4/4)	Read: Handout by Peter Singer (The Most Good You Can Do) found on D2L
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Homework: Calculate how much Peter Singer says you should give at https://www.thelifeyoucansave.org/take-the-pledge 


Week 12	Case study: Doing the Most Good: What do we owe others? And Ethics of Religion
Tuesday (4/9) 	Read: “The Elitist Philanthropy of So-Called Effective Altruism” at http://ssir.org/articles/entry/the_elitist_philanthropy_of_so_called_effective_altruism
	Read: “What Charity Navigator gets Wrong about Effective Altruism” by Will MacAskill at https://ssir.org/articles/entry/what_charity_navigator_gets_wrong_about_effective_altruism 
	Due: Experiments: Charitable Giving Investigation—Due in class or on D2L by 11:59pm

Thursday (4/11)	Read: Ch 3, pages  71-89


Week 13	Judging Like Cases Alike and Case Study: Animal Ethics
Tuesday (4/16)		Read Mylan Engel “The Common Sense Case for Ethical Vegetarianism” found on D2L
Read Stanley Curtis “The Case for Intensive Farming of Food Animals” found on D2L
Start Movie: in class 

Thursday (4/18)	Read: Chapter 10, pages 323-343
	
Week 14		Case Study: Animal Ethics and When Values Clash
Tuesday (4/23)	Read: Search some websites and find some facts about animal consumption, animal treatment, or any others related to our topics
Possible Guest Speaker in Class
	
Thursday (4/25)	Read: Ch 12, pages  403-423
	

Week 15		Review and Exam 2 
Tuesday (4/30)		Review	
			Assessment in class

Wednesday 5/1	Student Oscars—Extra Credit for presenting your Organize an Activity Early here! Extra Credit for attending this event and supporting your classmates! (Event is 1:00-3:00pm)

Thursday (5/2)		Exam 2 
			

	
Week 16		Making a Difference
Tuesday (5/7)		Work Day—Meet with Professor, Mentor, groups	
	
Thursday (5/9)		½ class present Organize an Activity
			Due: Experiments: Organize an Activity—due in class or on D2l by 11:00 am 	


Final Exam Week:  
Tuesday 5/14, 11:50-1:50	½ the class presents their Organize an Activity
	Due: Experiments: Experiments in Ethics: Letter to Future Students—due in class or on D2L by 11:50am 



Grade Distribution

[PERCENTAGE] Reading Quizzes/Homework

20% Exam 1
[PERCENTAGE] Exam 2
[PERCENTAGE] Experiments in Ethics

Reading Quizzes and Homework	Exam 1	Exam 2	Experiments in Ethics	20	20	20	40	
7
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