ETHICS AND SOCIETY
Phil 202, Spring 2019
Dr. Ramona Ilea
Section 1: TTh 9:40-11:15. Section 2: TTh 2:45-4:20. Both in Scott 217
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Office Hours:
Wednesday 1:00-3:00 PM
Friday 9:45-10:45 AM
Office: 202 Drake (across from Bates)
Come in the house (don’t knock) & go upstairs
Phone: 
503-352-2760
Email: 
ramona.ilea@pacificu.edu




Course Description
In this class, we will focus on questions central to the study of ethics, questions that people have debated for thousands of years. What is a just society? What is the right way to act? What is a good person? What ethical values should guide my decision-making? What choices should I make? How can I make a difference? These represent some of the most fundamental and most difficult questions that we face as human beings. Few people, if any, have definite answers to them, yet none of us can ignore them. While we might not be able to have certainty, philosophical reflection, argument and analysis can help us arrive at answers to complex moral problems that are reasonable and defensible. In this course we will look at numerous real life cases, ethical theories, and analytical tools that will help us grapple with the questions posed above in a rigorous way. 
Class time will be divided between lectures and discussions. The latter will take a variety of forms: small and large group discussions, class presentations, go-arounds, and reflective writing exercises. Students will also do a number of hands on projects which will connect theory to action, and put the ideas we will discuss into practice.


Course Texts
· Anthony Weston. A 21st Century Ethical Toolbox. 4th Edition. ISBN: 978-0-19-062115-5
· All other readings are on Moodle. You must print all the readings and bring them to class.


Student Learning Outcomes for This Course
· Be able to summarize the four well-known ethical theories we will study (utilitarianism, Kantianism, virtue ethics and care ethics) and apply them to specific cases.
· Compare and contrast these theories and assess their strengths and weaknesses.
· With the help of the theories and concepts learned in this class, express your own ideas and assess others’ ideas about controversial subjects in a calm, clear, well-articulated and confident manner.
· Identify the main moral issues of particular case studies we will focus on as well as new cases you might come across.
· Put ethics into action, by volunteering with community groups three time, doing research on particular groups, and organizing your own event or campaign.





Other Student Learning Outcomes
Department of Philosophy: Students who successfully complete this course will:
· exhibit a general understanding of the history and development of Philosophy and a specific understanding of some portion of that history
· describe and critique several of the most important historical and contemporary interpretive frameworks used in the discipline of Philosophy
· apply the analytical techniques of the discipline of Philosophy (for example, by presenting orally and in writing succinct analyses of philosophical texts and coherently structured arguments in defense of their own philosophical claims).
Civic Engagement: Students who complete the Civic Engagement (CE) Core requirement will engage in CE projects that:
· serve the common good
· involve students in experiential learning outside the classroom and the teaching lab
· engage students with the campus community or the broader world
· include appropriate orientation, preparation for the project, and opportunity for thoughtful reflection
· are shared with the campus community through appropriate means devised in consultation with the Center for Civic Engagement
Textual Analysis Student Learning Outcomes: Students who successfully complete this course will:
· understand how to apply strategies — such as interpretation, synthesis, critique, and design — to integrate ideas from appropriate sources.

Time
Pacific University says that you are expected to spend an average of 12 hours a week on this course. Since you will spend 3 hours in class, you should spend 9 hours a week doing the readings, affecting change in your community (approx. 3 hours/week) and writing papers.

Academic Misconduct: Neither I nor Pacific University have any tolerance for academic misconduct and dishonesty. It is university policy that all acts of misconduct be reported to the Associate Dean for Student Academic Affairs. In the case of academic misconduct, you will receive an “F” for the course, and face suspension or dismissal from the university. Forms of academic misconduct include but are not limited to plagiarism, fabrication, cheating, tampering with grades, forging signatures, and using electronic information resources in violation of acceptable use policies. Misrepresenting civic engagement experiences (i.e. completion or performance) in any way is a form of academic dishonesty and will be treated as academic misconduct.

Learning Support Services for Students with Disabilities: If you have documented challenges that will impede your learning in any way, please contact our LSS office in Clark Hall (ext.2717; lss@pacificu.edu). LSS staff will meet with students, review the documentation of their disabilities, and discuss the services that Pacific offers and any appropriate ADA accommodations for specific courses.

Tutoring Services: CLASS (Center for Learning and Student Success) is located on the 2nd-floor of the Tran Library.  The center focuses on delivering one-on-one and group tutoring services for foreign languages, math and science courses, and writing skills in all subjects.  Students should consult with the center’s director and look for campus advertisements regarding tutoring available for other subjects.  Day and evening hours.  

Unauthorized Recordings: Students are prohibited from making audio and/or visual recordings of lectures or presentations without prior consent of the instructor or presenter.

Schedule of Readings

The reading listed for a particular day should be read prior to coming to class that day.

I will give you a short quiz on the readings at the beginning of class on a regular basis. To do well on the quiz, look at the following tips while reading:
· The main points (label these clearly & summarize them in your own words).
· All the key concepts (try writing down the definition of each of these).
· Examples given.
· If there is a short anecdote or story in the reading, identify the main point of that story.
These reading quizzes will vary in format (multiple-choice, short answer, true/false, etc.). Your performance on quizzes will make up a substantial part of your grade.

It takes time to carefully read a philosophy text for class and prepare for class.  Do not skim.  Do not fail to read. Mark your text: highlight or underline relevant passages and write notes in the text (if you are planning to sell your book, you can write in pencil or use sticky notes).

In some cases, I will have reading guides available for you on Moodle. These will help figure out what to focus on when you’re reading. Using these will help you do better on the quizzes and come to class prepared.


	Week 1:
	INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE & TO ETHICS
	

	Tues, 1/29
	* Introduction to the class
* No reading for today!  But there will be a lot of reading for Thursday
	

	Thurs, 1/31
11am-1pm
	Highly recommended, but not required: Check out: Pacific University’s Fall Work & Service Fair, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. You’ll have to do 3 volunteer activities for this class; this fair might help you identify some good opportunities.
	

	Thur, 1/31
	Do these readings before class. We might have a reading quiz today, right in the beginning of class. Review guidelines for quizzes (above) and reading guide (on Moodle) to prepare.
* Read “Chapter 1: What is Ethics?” (pp. 3-22); also on Moodle if you haven’t bought your textbook yet
* Read “Going Further #2” (Walker and Kerasote) (pp. 32-42); also on Moodle if you haven’t bought your textbook yet
* Read Nicholas Kristoff’s “Rachel’s Last Fund-Raiser” at http://tinyurl.com/42lgc84 
* Read Meredith Maran’s “The Activism Cure” (Moodle)
	







	
	
	

	Week 2
	ETHICS AVOIDANCE DISORDERS
	

	Tues, 2/5
	* Read “Chapter 2: Ethical Short-Circuits (and How to Avoid Them)”, pp. 43-58
* Read the syllabus closely, paying special attention to the attendance and participation policy, as well as information on how to make up quizzes. I will quiz you on this (as well as Chapter 2).
	

	Thurs, 2/7
	* Read “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King Junior (Moodle; use the version on Moodle rather than just googling it) carefully (there will be a quiz). As you read this, highlight evidence that shows that MLK was not a relativist.
* Read: “Going Farther #6” (Coates), pp 167-173
	

	Fri, 2/8
	* Last day to drop full semester classes without a record
* Highly recommended: Club Fair, 4:00-6:00 PM (Clubs, Music, Games, Food). You will need to do 3 volunteer activities for this class. Signing up for some club email lists will help you find good activities. It will also help you with the “organize an activity” assignment (worth 10%) since clubs have money and good ways to advertise an event to their members.
	

	
	
	

	Week 3
	MAKING A DIFFERENCE & REFRAMING PROBLEMS
	

	Tues, 2/12

	* Read “Resources: Eight Maxims for Making a Difference” pp 503-544
* Homework due at the beginning of class (typed or handwritten): 
1) Go to http://www.engagedphilosophy.com/ This web site, set up by your professor (and others), includes projects done by other students at Pacific. Find 4-5 projects you find appealing or interesting and try to get more information about them by clicking on their e-portfolios if these are available. Write down which projects you looked at.
2) Pick 2 projects that have e-portfolios. Take notes on each of these projects and bring those to class. Take notes about a) Why you picked that project, b) What you learned from what they did that you could apply to your own project, c) What could be done differently (maybe there are other advertising or fundraising ideas, for example). To get full points, you need to answer all these questions for both projects. 
	

	Thurs, 2/14
	 DEADLINE: Bring 3 copies of your letter to class for peer review (Note: this letter is worth a lot of points; do a good job)
* Read: “Going Farther #4” (XYLO), pp118-124
* Read: “Going Farther #14” (Abortion Debate), pp 454-457
	

	
	
	

	Week 4
	UTILITARIANISM
	

	Tues, 2/19
	* Read James Rachels “The Utilitarian Approach” (Moodle)
	

	Th, 2/21
	* Read James Rachels “The Debate Over Utilitarianism” (Moodle)
	

	F, 2/22
	 DEADLINE: Polished Letter Due. No Reading
	[bookmark: _GoBack]

	
	
	

	Week 5
	ETHICS OF THE PERSON (DEONTOLOGY)
	

	Tues, 2/26 
	* Read “Chapter 5: The Ethics of the Person” up to p. 125-152
	

	Th, 2/28
	* Read Going Farther #7 (Conceptions of Justice), pp 205-208
* Homework: Create your electronic e-portfolio, and make sure you make it public. (If there is an excellent reason for not making it public, talk to your professor). Upload the link to the Google Doc the professor set up.
	

	
	
	

	Week 6
	RESEARCH & ETHICS OF VIRTUE
	

	Tues, 3/5	
	* Read “Chapter 9: Minding the Evidence” pp. 293-316
* Read “Going Farther #9” page 275-282
These readings will be very useful to your next assignment (due Friday)
	

	Th, 3/7
	* Read “Chapter 7: The Ethics of Virtue” pp 214-240
	

	Fri, 3/8
	 DEADLINE: Research -- See “Experiments in Ethics” assignment sheet for guidelines. 
	

	
	
	

	Week 7
	CARE ETHICS & CONSUMERISM
	

	Tues, 3/12
	* Read “Chapter 8: Ethics of Relationships” pp. 245-268 
	

	Thurs, 3/14   
	 DEADLINE: One volunteer activity must be finished by this date. Turn everything in in class (see Experiments in Ethics assignment for guidelines)
 DEADLINE: Must have had a meeting with the mentor.
Before class:
* Take the “Ecological Footprint Calculator” at http://www.footprintcalculator.org/ (You can enter a fictional email address if you want). If you live in a residence hall, when you take this quiz, think about your parents’ home or the home you expect to have after graduation (NOT your dorm room).
* Take the quiz at Water Footprint Calculator: https://www.watercalculator.org/
* Read “T-Shirt” and “Car (and Bike)” by John Ryan and Alan During (Moodle)
	


	
	
	

	Week 8
	EXAM
	

	Tues, 3/19
	* No new reading. 
In-class: review for Midterm Exam
	

	Thurs, 3/21
	Take Home Exam Due
 In-Class Exam
	

	
	
	

	Week 9
	3/25-3/31 SPRING BREAK
	

	
	
	

	Week 10
	CASE STUDY: ANIMAL ETHICS
	

	Tues, 4/2	
	 * Read Rene Descartes “Automatism of Brutes” (Moodle)
* Read Immanuel Kant “We Have Only Indirect Duties to Animals” (Moodle)
* Read Stanley Curtis “The Case for Intensive Farming of Food Animals” (Moodle) 
* Read Mylan Engel “The Immorality of Eating Meat” (Moodle)
* In-class film: TBA
	

	Thurs, 4/4
	* “VO Frequently Asked Questions” (Moodle)
	

	Fri 4/5
Sat 4/6
	Optional: Fri, April 5 & Sat, April 6: Undergraduate Philosophy
Conference. Attendance & food is free for Pacific students attending
talks. See program at: https://www.pacificu.edu/about/events/camps-conferences-workshops/undergraduate-philosophy-conference
	

	
	
	

	Week 11
	JUDGING LIKE CASES ALIKE
	

	Tues, 4/9	
	BONUS POINTS: If you have completed all requirements for the “Organize an Activity” Assignment (including a second meeting with the mentor) and have a draft of your e-portfolio ready to review in class today and then turn in on Friday, you will earn bonus points. Make sure your e-portfolio and the video are public.
BONUS POINTS: You will earn bonus points if you completed all (2 more) Volunteer Activities and are turning in your reflections.
In class: peer review of e-portfolios. Please bring your laptop to class if that’s not too difficult.
	

Bonus 

	Th, 4/11
	* Read Chapter 10: Judging Like Cases Alike” pp 322-343
	

	Fri, 4/12
	Last day to withdraw from full semester courses like this one.
If your “Organize an Activity” is completely finished, you will earn bonus points. Everything should be uploaded to your electronic portfolio. Furthermore, each group member must turn in a self-evaluation.
	
Bonus

	
	
	

	Week 12
	CASE STUDY: FAMINE, AFFLUENCE, AND MORALITY
	

	Tues, 4/16
	* Read Peter Singer’s “Famine, Affluence, and Morality” (Moodle) Homework (1-2 hours long): “Famine, Affluence, and Morality Discussion Questions” (Moodle)
	

	Thurs, 4/18

	 DEADLINE: “Experiments: Charitable Giving Investigation” assignment. Bring one copy to class.
* Look at http://www.TheLifeYouCanSave.org.
    - Make sure you click on https://www.thelifeyoucansave.org/impact-calculator
    - Also make sure you look at https://www.thelifeyoucansave.org/learn-more/common-objections-to-giving
* Homework:
1. What is the best (most persuasive) response that Singer gives to counterarguments listed on this site? Why did you like this particular response of his? 
2. What is the worst (least convincing) response he gives to counterarguments and why is this of his unpersuasive?
3. Look at “America’s Worst Charities” http://www.tampabay.com/americas-worst-charities/  Click on three charities that seem interesting to you and read more about them. Take a few notes and bring them to class.
	

	
	
	

	Week 13
	ETHICS OF RELIGION
	

	Tues, 4/23

	 DEADLINE: Complete 2 more Volunteer Activities and turn in your reflections.
* Read Chapter 3: Religion and Ethics
	


	Thurs, 4/25
	* Readings on the main three religions (Moodle)
 DEADLINE: Complete all requirements for the “Organize an Activity” Assignment. Each student must have met with the mentor again by this date. Make sure your e-portfolio and the video are public. We will be doing peer reviews in class.
In class: peer review of e-portfolios. Please bring your laptop to class if that’s not too difficult.
	


	Fri, 4/26
	 DEADLINE: Everything for your “Organize an Activity” assignment is due. Everything should be uploaded to your electronic portfolio. Furthermore, each group member must turn in a self-evaluation. There will be no extensions at all.
 DEADLINE: “Letter to Future Students” assignment
	



	
	
	

	Week 14
	CREATIVE PROBLEM SOLVING & THE FUTURE OF ETHICS
	

	Tu, 4/30
	* Homework: Listen to three of the podcasts found here & turn in some notes to show that you listened to them. Pick 3 topics that you think are exciting. There are a lot of cool options!
http://philosophybites.com/340-bites-interviews-arranged-by-theme.html
* Read “The Future of Ethics” (Moodle)
* In-class: Student evaluations”
	

	Thu, 5/2
	* Read Chapter 12: When Values Clash
* Work on your final paper, and bring the following to class: thesis statement, one argument supporting your thesis, and one counterargument	
* DEADLINE: Bring the thesis for your final paper. Also bring one argument supporting the thesis and one argument opposing it.
	

	
	
	

	Week 15
	ESSAY PLANS 
	

	Tues, 5/7
	 DEADLINE: Bring 3 copies of your outline to class  
In-class: peer reviews
	

	
	
	

	Final Exam Week: 	
	 DEADLINE: Final Paper Due (instead of a final exam)
You do not need to be on campus to turn this in. Email Prof. Ramona Ilea a copy of your paper as an attachment. Pay close attention to her written instructions.
9:40 section – Thursday, May 9, 2:30 PM
2:45 section – Monday, May 13, 2:30 PM
(These were the official times designed by Pacific University)
	



Grading Scale:  
93.00-100     A		87.00-89.99  B+	77.00-79.99   C+	67.00-69.99   D+
90.00-92.99  A-		83.00-86.99  B		73.00-76.99   C		63.00-66.99   D
			80.00-82.99  B-		70.00-72.99   C-	below 63.00   F

Grading and Course Requirements at a Glance
1. Reading Quizzes and Homework	20% (I will drop your lowest quiz) 
2. Exam				25% 
3. Paper				15%
4. Class Participation			5%
5. Experiments in Ethics	35%   This assignment consists of a few smaller assignments:
· Letter					10% (of your final grade for the class)
· Three Volunteer Activities & Reflections 	6% in total (2% each)
· Research					5% of your final grade
· Charitable Giving Investigation		2% of your final grade
· Organize an Activity 			10% of your final grade
· Letter to Future Students			2% of your final grade


Quizzes and Homework 
I will give you a short quiz at least once a week. Quizzes will be at the very beginning of class, so try not to be late for class. I will test to see if you have done the reading assigned for that day. Occasionally, I will give you a take-home quiz or homework; these will also be due at the beginning of each lecture.  I will drop your lowest quiz grade, so you may miss one quiz per semester without any penalty.
If you miss a quiz and you would like to make up lost points, on the day you return to class, you must turn in a 300 words, polished essay on for each of the classes you missed plus a similar essay for the required reading for the day you return to class. I will grade these essays and use that grade to replace the zero you got on the missed quiz for a maximum of 4 points (out of 5).  

Exam
The best way to prepare for the exam is to do the readings, come to the lecture, take good notes, and ask questions in class. Coming to class and paying close attention to our discussions will tell you what aspects of the readings will be the focus of the exams.

Essay
You will get detailed instructions later in the semester. Penalty for late papers is 1/3 of a grade per 24 hours. If you hand in a paper late, do not just put it in my mailbox or in my office; send it to me via email.

Participation
Philosophy is best done through discussion; talking ideas over with others is one of the best ways of coming to understand those ideas. Thus, this class is very interactive; we will have a lot of small and large group discussions. You have a responsibility to be present for class in both mind and body, alert and prepared for discussion and the exchange of ideas. Because attendance is mandatory, I do not include it in your participation grade but since you cannot participate if you are not present, your absences will negatively affect your grade. I might assign short assignments for you to do at home or in class; these will also count towards your participation grade. 

Please do not assume that this will be an easy grade. Pay attention to: 
1) Quality: Participation does not just mean raising a hand and speaking. The quality makes a big difference, and the goal is to ensure that you are absorbing and ready and able to discuss and analyze the principles raised in readings and class. 
2) Quantity and consistency: Usually, the more actively you participate, the better, as long as the quality is there and you participate consistently throughout the course, and as long as your participation does not block or diminish participation opportunities for others. 

In determining your grade, I will consider the following factors: 
· Preparedness (was it clear you had done the reading for that day?) 
· Engagement (did you engage with the materials and other students, or did you remain at the periphery of the class discussion or raise off-topic issues?) 
· Small group contribution (did you contribute meaningfully, sensitively, and appropriately in small group discussions?) 
· Non-dominance/non-monopolization of conversation (did you allow others to speak/contribute?) 
· Respect (did you show respect for all individuals in the class, e.g., not interrupt or talk over others? use non-sexist, non-racist, non-ageist, non-homophobic language?) 
· Voluntariness of participation (did you volunteer or did I have to ask you to participate?) 
Note: The use of laptops and cell phones is prohibited in the classroom (mostly because research shows that using them distracts not just the student using them, but also other students around them). Students are also not allowed to video or audio record fellow students or the professor during class; such actions constitute a violation of intellectual property and privacy rights.

Experiments in Ethics
This project consists of activities that you will complete individually or in groups all semester. As we learn about ethics, you will explore various issues you feel passionate about and try to make changes in your own life and in the lives of those in your community. Ethics is not just about talking the good talk. We also need to act. You will receive a comprehensive handout that outlines specific guidelines for each experiment.

My Role as Your Professor
My role as a professor is to provide you an opportunity to learn the material. If you do not understand something or are confused, please let me know. I will do my best to explain things clearly and let you know what is expected of you. 
I want you to succeed in this course, and I am available to help you! 

We will work together to help you master the material. Having said this, be sure to advocate for yourself. You have a responsibility to let me know if you have questions, concerns, or if you have a disability or some personal issues that make succeeding in this class difficult. 
In my experience, students who put in effort, attend class regularly, work hard on their assignments, and ask questions when they are confused can succeed in this class.
