Assignment developed by Dr. Ramona Ilea at Pacific University. Feel free to use this assignment or use it to copy and paste whatever parts of it are useful to you! If using this assignment or some version of it, please include a tiny reference crediting Ramona Ilea and send her a quick email at ramona75@gmail.com to let her know you’re using it.
This is a great assignment that gets to many of the same things as a philosophy paper: developing and presenting a clear argument, thinking about possible objections and responding to them, etc. Students are also much more motivated to do a great job on this assignment; while a philosophy paper is only seen by the professor, this letter could be seen by people who might actually take action because of it.



1. Letter                                                                                    

Write a letter about an ethical issue you care about.
Very important: this letter should be an ethical issue that personally affected or affects you. Ideally, the letter would be addressed to someone you know. This letter would be about a small ethical issue that you care about, not a big national or international issue (it should NOT be about poverty in general, laws regarding abortion or drugs, sex trafficking, or a corporation’s labor policies). 
The letter should be about 700 words (Letters that are longer than 750 words will incur a large penalty).
Required Structure: 
· Begin by addressing the letter to a specific person (who can do something about the problem you are addressing.)
· Make it very clear in your first paragraph what you are asking this person to do. 
· Explain what problem you are addressing. 
· Explain your (realistic and doable) solution. 
· Support your solution with powerful arguments and reliable evidence. (Reliable evidence can be hard to obtain. Pick it carefully).
· Present a couple of other possible solutions to the issue you chose and show why they are not as good as your solution. Or present counterarguments/objections to your solution and respond to them.
(Make it super clear that these are alternative solutions/objections you are not endorsing.)
· End with an effective conclusion.

The Grading Criteria
1) Appropriate topic (see guidelines above).
2) Persuasive arguments, counterarguments and responses.
3) Extremely polished writing. There should be NO grammatical mistakes or typos.
4) Crystal clear organization.

Some Tips
· Clear, well-organized, and straightforward writing is preferable when you are dealing with complex and controversial topics.
· You are writing to someone in power who may disagree with your stance. Take a respectful and constructive tone. 
· Remember that the person you are writing to probably knows a lot about your issue; they might disagree with you, but they might have thought about this ethical issue for a very long time.
· Your letter should be very clear and well organized. Each paragraph should be clearly centered around 1 and only 1 idea. It’s a good idea to state this idea clearly in the beginning (or at the end) of your paragraph and then organize your paragraph in such a way that it provides support for this idea.
· You should check your spelling and grammar before handing in your letter. There should be NO mistakes whatsoever. You should also read your letter aloud and you can also make Word read the letter aloud to you; this seems like a silly idea but reading your letter slowly and loudly will help you identify awkward and unclear sentences. You should also give your paper to a couple of friends to read and ask them for detailed and honest feedback. Ask them what they think about your tone, your writing style, and of course, your arguments.
· The TLC (Tutoring and Learning Center) is in Scott Hall 127.  The center provides one-on-one and group tutoring services in all subjects. Day and evening hours; walk-ins welcome.
· Getting Help:  I am here to help you :-) Please let me know if you have any questions. I am very happy to talk to you either by email, on my office phone, after class, or in my office. You can also ask your mentors for help; their contact info is on the “Experiments in Ethics” assignment sheet. They are eager to assist you!

Bonus Points: If you would like to receive bonus points, within two weeks of receiving comments from me, you will need to turn in hard copies of: 
a) Proof that you revised your letter. Submit a list of the revisions you made. You can use any format you want for turning these in as long as it’s clear what changes you made.
b) Proof that you sent this letter. In most cases, this means that you will turn in a screenshot or printout of an email you sent. If you need to mail your letter, turn in a stamped and addressed envelope to your professor, and she’ll mail the letter to you.

